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In Praise of Sociology:
Acceptance Speech for the Gold Medal of the CNRS

Pierre Bourdieu
College de France
(Translated by Hong-Jung Kim)

Before I delight in the pleasure of receiving the gold medal accorded by CNRS, I would
like to reflect upon the few basic characteristics of sociology. First of all, sociology is solid
empirical science outfitted with its own methods, concepts, and models. The reason for
which the scientific characteristics of sociology are often put into question is not because
sociology represents a non-scientific discursive system based upon common sense which is
similar to journalistic information, but it is because sociology seeks self-reflection through
the objective investigation of its own status as science. Secondly, this reflexivity is often
applied to other sciences in the form of sociological analysis of scientific fields. Instead of
considering scientific knowledge to be absolute, sociology strives to reveal, in a critical
manner, the social unconsciousness of scientific knowledge by analyzing the structural
constitution and operations of scientific fields. Finally, as the power of the market becomes
stronger, and as the state has more opportunities to use sciences to manipulate citizens,
sociology can and should function as a critical vehicle that counters such abuse of power.
In this sense, sociology is defined as a public service and as a critical counter-power.

Key words: scientific field, social unconscious, scientifique City, reflexivity, counter-power,
public service
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